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VISION

Improving the lives and livelihoods of the diverse agronomic and horticultural stakeholders situated at the urban-
rural interface through relevant and innovative research and Extension programs.

MISSION

The mission of the Agricultural Science Center at Los Lunas is to enhance the sustainability of natural resources in
the Middle Rio Grande Valley through research and Extension programming on crops and other plant-based systems
important to the region. The center cooperates with the USDA-NRCS Los Lunas Plant Materials Center (PMC) to solve
critical water and soil conservation issues.
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Located on 200+ irrigated acres, just 20 miles
* Shares a unique cooperative agreement ) south of Albuquerque, the Los Lunas Agricultural Science
with the USDA-NRCS Plant Materials Center (ASC) evaluates crop adaptability, performance, and
Center; both units are housed within the lated cultural ti h as irrigati t
same facility. related cultural practices such as irrigation, pes
management, plant growth and persistence, and
propagation techniques. Having a research center centrally
| located within the state, near the largest metropolitan area,
is @ major asset and allows for broad rural and urban
Los L J . stakeholder service. Research and demonstration crops
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RECENT IMPACTS

e Research has demonstrated positive urban landscape management plays a role upon soil quality and
carbon sequestration.

* ‘NuMex Odyssey’ was released recently. This cultivar possesses traditional New Mexican green chile pepper
flavor, low heat, and provides a higher percentage of mechanically harvested marketable green chile fruit
without mechanical damage compared to current, standard industry NM type green chile pepper cultivars.

* The development of high-yielding, machine harvestable chile pepper cultivars is important for NM growers
due to the issues related to manual labor and the presence of different production constraints.

e Results from the shaded tomato study suggest multiple benefits of shade cloth such as possible improved
fruit quality, reduced water requirements, and potential exclusion of the the beet leafhopper.

* Forage programs improve regional production by increasing awareness of hay and pasture species and
variety selection, water management, and alternative crop and high-value forage marketing opportunities.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

The Los Lunas ASC hosts multiple extension and outreach events each year. These include several seed
saving, horticultural, and fruit educational workshops, forage and chile field days, as well as a large array

of online workshops and webinars. A large field day and open house are hosted every other year, where the
community is invited to see research projects being conducted at the station. Faculty and staff respond to
hundreds of stakeholder requests for information each year via phone calls, emails, office walk-ins, and site
visits, including from surrounding states and internationally.

The Los Lunas ASC hosts twice-weekly Outreach workdays for volunteers to help with various horticultural
efforts at the center, like fruit tree pruning in winter, maintaining experimental tomato plots and data
collection in summer, and perpetual weeding. Events like these provide an opportunity for community
participants to learn the basics of plant care and accumulate volunteer service hours.

The NMSU Los Lunas Ag Science Center Learning Garden serves as a convenient site for visitors to the
station to learn about sustainable gardening and landscaping practices, integrated pest management,

and pollinator ecosystem services. The garden is truly a place for ‘cultivating’ , > o o
educational experiences. '
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